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Advances in Natural, Human-Made, and Coupled Human-Natural Systems Research Aug 31
2022 This book is a collection of cutting-edge and cross-disciplinary studies on natural,
human-made, and coupled human-natural systems, addressing the challenge of developing
integrated knowledge from multiple disciplines. The authors explore the structure, function,
and dynamic mechanisms of various systems, both natural and human-made, as well as
analyze their reciprocal interactions under the concept of “coupled human-natural systems.”
These interactions are used to understand feedback, nonlinearities, thresholds, time lags,
legacy effects, and path dependencies, emerging across multiple spatial, temporal, and

organizational scales. In other words, this book is a collection of advanced research on
unique properties of natural and human-made systems, as well as human-environment
dynamics, reciprocal relationships, and cross-scale interactions. The authors outline
prospects on building a holistic view of social development and coherent sustainability.
Among the topics covered are the following: human networks research; adaptation of local
people to social and environmental challenges; coupled dynamics of socioeconomic and
environmental systems; critical issues in social science climate change research; education
for greater sustainability; peace, justice, and strong institutions; advances in cultural
traditions and strategies for social stability; innovative development and barriers to
sustainable development; economic systems in the age of digital changes and unstable
external environments. The scholars analyze how more effective technologies can enhance
resilience, reduce vulnerability, and minimize human impacts on natural systems, taking
into consideration critical thresholds to prevent harmful feedback to human systems. The
authors grasp the complexity of systems by integrating knowledge of constituent
subsystems and their interactions. The framework developed by the authors is used to
integrate human and natural systems for achieving greater sustainability, covering critical
threats, challenges, and best governance approaches and practices. The research results
obtained from studies on coupled human-natural systems are stronger, the authors argue, if
compared with traditional (discipline) approaches.
Human Well-Being and the Natural Environment May 16 2021 In Human Well-Being and the
Natural Environment, Partha Dasgupta explores ways to measure the quality of life. In
developing quality-of-life indices, he pays particular attention to the natural environment,
illustrating how it can be incorporated, more generally, into economic reasoning in a
seamless manner. Professor Dasgupta puts the theory that he develops to use in extended
commentaries on the economics of population, poverty traps, global warming, structural
adjustment programmes, and free trade, particularly in relation to poor countries. The result
is a treatise that goes beyond quality-of-life measures and offers a comprehensive account
of the newly emergent subject of ecological economics. With the publication of this new
paperback edition, Professor Dasgupta has taken the opportunity to update and revise his
text in a number of ways, including developments to facilitate its current use on a number of
gradate courses in environmental and resource economics. The treatment of the welfare
economics of imperfect economies has been developed using new findings, and the
Appendix has been expanded to include applications of the theory to a number of
institutions, and to develop approximate formulae for estimating the value of environmental
natural resources.
The Natural and the Human Jun 28 2022 Stephen Gaukroger presents an original account of
the development of empirical science and the understanding of human behaviour from the
mid-eighteenth century. Since the seventeenth century, science in the west has undergone
a unique form of cumulative development in which it has been consolidated through
integration into and shaping of a culture. But in the eighteenth century, science was cut
loose from the legitimating culture in which it had had a public rationale as a fruitful and
worthwhile form of enquiry. What kept it afloat between the middle of the eighteenth and
the middle of the nineteenth centuries, when its legitimacy began to hinge on an intimate
link with technology? The answer lies in large part in an abrupt but fundamental shift in how
the tasks of scientific enquiry were conceived, from the natural realm to the human realm.
At the core of this development lies the naturalization of the human, that is, attempts to

understand human behaviour and motivations no longer in theological and metaphysical
terms, but in empirical terms. One of the most striking feature of this development is the
variety of forms it took, and the book explores anthropological medicine, philosophical
anthropology, the 'natural history of man', and social arithmetic. Each of these disciplines reformulated basic questions so that empirical investigation could be drawn upon in answering
them, but the empirical dimension was conceived very differently in each case, with the
result that the naturalization of the human took the form of competing, and in some
respects mutually exclusive, projects.
Nature Is A Human Right Oct 21 2021 Having access to natural, green spaces is vital to
our physical and mental wellbeing. But, as urban development spreads, grey has become
the new green. Already, concrete outweighs every tree, bush and shrub on Earth. Nature
deprivation is a fast-growing epidemic, harming the health and happiness of hundreds of
millions of people worldwide - especially vulnerable and marginalized groups. To combat
this, Nature is a Human Right, founded by Ellen Miles in 2020, is working to make access to
green space a recognized right for all, not a privilege. This ebook has taken root from the
mission and vision of the campaign, bringing together a collection of engaging essays,
interviews and exercises, curated by Ellen, from a selection of its expert ambassadors and
supporters (including authors, artists, scientists, human rights experts, television
presenters, TED speakers, and climate activists). Through each contributor, we discover a
new perspective on why contact with nature should be a protected human right, journeying
through personal narratives on mental health, disability, racism, environmental inequality,
creativity, innovation and activism. This is a captivating and enlightening collection of
original writing and ideas that highlights the importance of nature, the threats of nature
deprivation, and the work that needs to be done to make our global future happier, healthier
and more equal.
Environmental Science Apr 02 2020
Human Nature and the Limits of Science Jan 24 2022 Dupré warns that our understanding
of human nature is being distorted by two faulty and harmful forms of pseudo-scientific
thinking. He claims it is important to resist scientism - an exaggerated conception of what
science can be expected to do.
Nature as Subject Mar 26 2022 Written by one of the instrumental figures in
environmental ethics, Nature as Subject traces the development of an ethical policy that is
centered not on human beings, but on itself. Katz applies this idea to contemporary
environmental problems, introducing themes of justice, domination, imperialism, and the
Holocaust. This volume will stand as a foundational work for environmental scholars,
government and industry policy makers, activists, and students in advanced philosophy and
environmental studies courses.
Panarchy Sep 07 2020 Creating institutions to meet the challenge of sustainability is
arguably the most important task confronting society; it is also dauntingly complex.
Ecological, economic, and social elements all play a role, but despite ongoing efforts,
researchers have yet to succeed in integrating the various disciplines in a way that gives
adequate representation to the insights of each. Panarchy, a term devised to describe
evolving hierarchical systems with multiple interrelated elements, offers an important new
framework for understanding and resolving this dilemma. Panarchy is the structure in which
systems, including those of nature (e.g., forests) and of humans (e.g., capitalism), as well as
combined human-natural systems (e.g., institutions that govern natural resource use such

as the Forest Service), are interlinked in continual adaptive cycles of growth, accumulation,
restructuring, and renewal. These transformational cycles take place at scales ranging from
a drop of water to the biosphere, over periods from days to geologic epochs. By
understanding these cycles and their scales, researchers can identify the points at which a
system is capable of accepting positive change, and can use those leverage points to foster
resilience and sustainability within the system. This volume brings together leading thinkers
on the subject -- including Fikret Berkes, Buz Brock, Steve Carpenter, Carl Folke, Lance
Gunderson, C.S. Holling, Don Ludwig, Karl-Goran Maler, Charles Perrings, Marten Scheffer,
Brian Walker, and Frances Westley -- to develop and examine the concept of panarchy and
to consider how it can be applied to human, natural, and human-natural systems.
Throughout, contributors seek to identify adaptive approaches to management that
recognize uncertainty and encourage innovation while fostering resilience. The book is a
fundamental new development in a widely acclaimed line of inquiry. It represents the first
step in integrating disciplinary knowledge for the adaptive management of human-natural
systems across widely divergent scales, and offers an important base of knowledge from
which institutions for adaptive management can be developed. It will be an invaluable
source of ideas and understanding for students, researchers, and professionals involved with
ecology, conservation biology, ecological economics, environmental policy, or related fields.
The Balance of Nature and Human Impact Nov 02 2022 It is clear that nature is undergoing
rapid changes as a result of human activities such as industry, agriculture, travel, fisheries
and urbanisation. What effects do these activities have? Are they disturbing equilibria in
ecological populations and communities, thus upsetting the balance of nature, or are they
enhancing naturally occurring disequilibria, perhaps with even worse consequences? It is
often argued that large-scale fluctuations in climate and sea-levels have occurred over and
over again in the geological past, long before human activities could possibly have had any
impact, and that human effects are very small compared to those that occur naturally.
Should we conclude that human activity cannot significantly affect the environment, or are
these naturally occurring fluctuations actually being dangerously enhanced by humans? This
book examines these questions, first by providing evidence for equilibrium and nonequilibrium conditions in relatively undisturbed ecosystems, and second by examining
human-induced effects.
The 48 Laws Of Power Jun 16 2021 THE MILLION COPY INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER Drawn
from 3,000 years of the history of power, this is the definitive guide to help readers achieve
for themselves what Queen Elizabeth I, Henry Kissinger, Louis XIV and Machiavelli learnt the
hard way. Law 1: Never outshine the master Law 2: Never put too much trust in friends;
learn how to use enemies Law 3: Conceal your intentions Law 4: Always say less than
necessary. The text is bold and elegant, laid out in black and red throughout and replete
with fables and unique word sculptures. The 48 laws are illustrated through the tactics,
triumphs and failures of great figures from the past who have wielded - or been victimised
by - power. ___________________________________ (From the Playboy interview with Jay-Z, April
2003) PLAYBOY: Rap careers are usually over fast: one or two hits, then styles change and a
new guy comes along. Why have you endured while other rappers haven't? JAY-Z: I would
say that it's from still being able to relate to people. It's natural to lose yourself when you
have success, to start surrounding yourself with fake people. In The 48 Laws of Power, it
says the worst thing you can do is build a fortress around yourself. I still got the people who
grew up with me, my cousin and my childhood friends. This guy right here (gestures to the

studio manager), he's my friend, and he told me that one of my records, Volume Three, was
wack. People set higher standards for me, and I love it.
On Human Nature Aug 26 2019 In his new preface E. O. Wilson reflects on how he came
to write this book: how The Insect Societies led him to write Sociobiology, and how the
political and religious uproar that engulfed that book persuaded him to write another book
that would better explain the relevance of biology to the understanding of human behavior.
On Human Nature Mar 02 2020 On Human Nature: Biology, Psychology, Ethics, Politics, and
Religion covers the present state of knowledge on human diversity and its adaptative
significance through a broad and eclectic selection of representative chapters. This
transdisciplinary work brings together specialists from various fields who rarely interact,
including geneticists, evolutionists, physicians, ethologists, psychoanalysts, anthropologists,
sociologists, theologians, historians, linguists, and philosophers. Genomic diversity is
covered in several chapters dealing with biology, including the differences in men and apes
and the genetic diversity of mankind. Top specialists, known for their open mind and broad
knowledge have been carefully selected to cover each topic. The book is therefore at the
crossroads between biology and human sciences, going beyond classical science in the
Popperian sense. The book is accessible not only to specialists, but also to students,
professors, and the educated public. Glossaries of specialized terms and general public
references help nonspecialists understand complex notions, with contributions avoiding
technical jargon. Provides greater understanding of diversity and population structure and
history, with crucial foundational knowledge needed to conduct research in a variety of
fields, such as genetics and disease Includes three robust sections on biological,
psychological, and ethical aspects, with cross-fertilization and reciprocal references between
the three sections Contains contributions by leading experts in their respective fields
working under the guidance of internationally recognized and highly respected editors
Advances in Natural, Human-Made, and Coupled Human-Natural Systems
Research Apr 26 2022 This book is a unique collection of advanced research on natural,
human-made, and coupled human-natural systems. The contributors analyze the current
state of knowledge, address methodological challenges, and explore engaging cases. The
chapters demonstrate the balanced disciplinary strength and discuss interdisciplinary
perspectives. The authors undertake a holistic and spatially integrative analysis to
understand the sustainability of environmental, economic, and social systems, emphasizing
the coupled nature of such systems. In particular, the chapters explore biodiversity
conservation and natural resources, the sustainability of natural and human-altered
ecosystems, sustainability-vulnerability issues in coupled human-natural systems,
mechanisms to foster sustainable environmental practices, eventually accumulating
sustainability research and practice in various fields. More than that, the challenges of
educational and economic systems are studied closely. The authors rely on unique data,
develop regional and local knowledge, and explore global trends at local scales. A separate
focus is devoted to human health and well-being. The book has seven sections: (1)
Advances in Natural and Coupled Human-Natural Systems Research; (2) Economic Systems
in the Age of Digital Changes and Unstable Environments; (3) Sustainable Social Systems,
Migration Flows, and Social Cohesion; (4) Taking Action for Greater Security and Effective
Partnerships for Sustainable Development; (5) Systemic Challenges and Changes in
Education Systems in Russia and Around the Globe; (6) Advances in Cultural Traditions and
Innovation, Development Barriers, and Social Stability; (7) Human Health and Well-being:

Taking Action for Sustainable Development. Written by scholars and practitioners from
multiple fields of knowledge, the book is designed for a broader audience interested in the
following research areas: systems research and thinking, sustainability research and
thinking, system dynamics, management of complexity, decision analysis, organization
theory, governance, natural resources, environmental studies, economic development,
social policies, cleaner production, innovation, cultural studies, and sustainable practices.
Why We Disagree About Human Nature Oct 28 2019 Is human nature something that
the natural and social sciences aim to describe, or is it a pernicious fiction? What role, if any,
does 'human nature' play in directing and informing scientific work? Can we talk about
human nature without invoking-either implicitly or explicitly-a contrast with human culture?
It might be tempting to think that the respectability of 'human nature' is an issue that
divides natural and social scientists along disciplinary boundaries, but the truth is more
complex. The contributors to this collection take very different stances with regard to the
idea of human nature. They come from the fields of psychology, the philosophy of science,
social and biological anthropology, evolutionary theory, and the study of animal cognition.
Some of them are 'human nature' enthusiasts, some are sceptics, and some say that human
nature is a concept with many faces, each of which plays a role in its own investigative
niche. Some want to eliminate the notion altogether, some think it unproblematic, others
want to retain it with reforming modifications. Some say that human nature is a target for
investigation that the human sciences cannot do without, others argue that the term does
far more harm than good. The diverse perspectives articulated in this book help to explain
why we disagree about human nature, and what, if anything, might resolve that
disagreement.
Nature and the Human Soul Aug 07 2020 Addressing the pervasive longing for meaning
and fulfillment in this time of crisis, Nature and the Human Soul introduces a visionary
ecopsychology of human development that reveals how fully and creatively we can mature
when soul and wild nature guide us. Depth psychologist and wilderness guide Bill Plotkin
presents a model for a human life span rooted in the cycles and qualities of the natural
world, a blueprint for individual development that ultimately yields a strategy for cultural
transformation. If it is true, as Plotkin and others observe, that we live in a culture
dominated by adolescent habits and desires, then the enduring societal changes we so
desperately need won’t happen until we individually and collectively evolve into an
engaged, authentic adulthood. With evocative language and personal stories, including
those of elders Thomas Berry and Joanna Macy, this book defines eight stages of human life
— Innocent, Explorer, Thespian, Wanderer, Soul Apprentice, Artisan, Master, and Sage —
and describes the challenges and benefits of each. Plotkin offers a way of progressing from
our current egocentric, aggressively competitive, consumer society to an ecocentric, soulbased one that is sustainable, cooperative, and compassionate. At once a primer on human
development and a manifesto for change, Nature and the Human Soul fashions a template
for a more mature, fulfilling, and purposeful life — and a better world.
Natural Resource Management Jun 24 2019 Written by and for scholars, planners, and
policymakers, Natural Resource Management: The Human Dimension focuses on issues such
as the publics role in the decision-making processes of ecosystem management that affect
how we use (or abuse) resources. It exposes the reader to a wide variety of applications of
Human Dimensions Research, as well as to significant issues involved. One of the greatest
needs in natural resource management is for a deeper understanding of the intricate

relationship between humans and the natural environment. Human Dimensions Research,
an interdisciplinary field involving a broad variety of social science approaches, seeks to fill
this need by providing multidimensional assessments of peoples’ behavior, attitudes, and
expectations toward natural resources and their uses. Written by and for scholars, planners,
and policymakers, Natural Resource Management: The Human Dimension focuses on issues
such as the publics role in the decision-making processes of ecosystem management that
affect how we use (or abuse) resources. It exposes the reader to a wide variety of
applications of Human Dimensions Research, as well as to significant issues involved. At a
time when we are either loving our forests and parks to death or paving them over, a better
understanding of the problems is critical if we are to create workable policies that will
preserve and protect our natural resources
NATURAL CHANGE HUMAN IMPACT Apr 14 2021 A miniature continent long isolated
from the African mainland, the island of Madagascar evolved a biota that remains one of the
most varied of any environment in the world. Bringing together the work of the most
innovative conservation and evolutionary biologists, geologists, and anthropologists
currently working in Madagascar, this book provides the first overview in more than twenty
years of how natural and human-induced changes have molded the island's modern
ecosystems. Natural Change and Human Impact in Madagascar reflects new methods for
understanding biotic and environmental change worldwide.
Natural Capital and Human Economic Survival, Second Edition Dec 11 2020 Most
people love nature and consider themselves environmentalists, but nature isn't just pretty
and lovable, it is indispensable to our survival and economic activity. That is the most
compelling reason for environmental protection. The conventional economic wisdom views
land (natural capital) as a small part of the economy, along with capital, labor, technology
and so on. The authors argue that this is backwards: that the economy nests within the
environment (land) and not the other way around. The authors give a brief history of the
origins of conventional economic wisdom and critique it from a the standpoint of ecological
economics. They explain what natural capital -our life support system - is and does, and
describe the severe strains that have been put on it. They conclude with some policy
options, such as green taxes and suggestions for personal action that would conserve
natural capital and thus make conserve resources for present and future generations.
Natural Capital and Human Economic Survival is written for environmentalists,
environmental studies majors and anyone concerned about the flaws of mainstream
economics - how it has led us into unsustainable ways of living - and who would like to learn
about alternatives that are more sustainable.
Human-nature Interactions in the Anthropocene Jul 26 2019 This book deals with the
potentials of social-ecological systems analysis for resolving sustainability problems.
Contributors relate inter- and transdisciplinary perspectives to systemic dynamics, human
behavior and the different dimensions and scales. With a problem-focused, sustainabilityoriented approach to the analysis of human-nature relations, this text will be a useful
resource for scholars of human and social ecology, geography, sociology, development
studies, social anthropology and natural resources management.
Health and the Environment in the Southeastern United States Dec 23 2021 The
purpose of this regional workshop in the Southeast was to broaden the environmental health
perspective from its typical focus on environmental toxicology to a view that included the
impact of the natural, built, and social environments on human health. Early in the planning,

Roundtable members realized that the process of engaging speakers and developing an
agenda for the workshop would be nearly as instructive as the workshop itself. In their
efforts to encourage a wide scope of participation, Roundtable members sought input from
individuals from a broad range of diverse fields-urban planners, transportation engineers,
landscape architects, developers, clergy, local elected officials, heads of industry, and
others. This workshop summary captures the discussions that occurred during the two-day
meeting. During this workshop, four main themes were explored: (1) environmental and
individual health are intrinsically intertwined; (2) traditional methods of ensuring
environmental health protection, such as regulations, should be balanced by more
cooperative approaches to problem solving; (3) environmental health efforts should be
holistic and interdisciplinary; and (4) technological advances, along with coordinated action
across educational, business, social, and political spheres, offer great hope for protecting
environmental health. This workshop report is an informational document that provides a
summary of the regional meeting.
The Nature of Human Nature Jan 30 2020 "Compares the behaviors of the human animal
with the complex and fascinating behaviors of organisms from invertebrates to adult
mammals."--P. [4] of cover.
Natural Environments and Human Health May 28 2022 The role natural environments play
in human health and wellbeing is attracting increasing attention. There is growing medical
evidence that access to the natural environment can prevent disease, aid recovery, tackle
obesity and improve mental health. This book examines the history of natural environments
being used for stress-reduction, enjoyment, aesthetics and catharsis, and traces the
development of the connection between humans and the environment, and how they impact
our personal and collective health.
The Laws of Human Nature Oct 01 2022 From the #1 New York Times-bestselling author of
The 48 Laws of Power comes the definitive new book on decoding the behavior of the people
around you Robert Greene is a master guide for millions of readers, distilling ancient wisdom
and philosophy into essential texts for seekers of power, understanding and mastery. Now
he turns to the most important subject of all - understanding people's drives and
motivations, even when they are unconscious of them themselves. We are social animals.
Our very lives depend on our relationships with people. Knowing why people do what they
do is the most important tool we can possess, without which our other talents can only take
us so far. Drawing from the ideas and examples of Pericles, Queen Elizabeth I, Martin Luther
King Jr, and many others, Greene teaches us how to detach ourselves from our own
emotions and master self-control, how to develop the empathy that leads to insight, how to
look behind people's masks, and how to resist conformity to develop your singular sense of
purpose. Whether at work, in relationships, or in shaping the world around you, The Laws of
Human Nature offers brilliant tactics for success, self-improvement, and self-defense.
A Natural History of Human Thinking Aug 19 2021 Tool-making or culture, language or
religious belief: ever since Darwin, thinkers have struggled to identify what fundamentally
differentiates human beings from other animals. Michael Tomasello weaves his twenty years
of comparative studies of humans and great apes into a compelling argument that
cooperative social interaction is the key to our cognitive uniqueness. Tomasello maintains
that our prehuman ancestors, like today's great apes, were social beings who could solve
problems by thinking. But they were almost entirely competitive, aiming only at their
individual goals. As ecological changes forced them into more cooperative living

arrangements, early humans had to coordinate their actions and communicate their
thoughts with collaborative partners. Tomasello's "shared intentionality hypothesis"
captures how these more socially complex forms of life led to more conceptually complex
forms of thinking. In order to survive, humans had to learn to see the world from multiple
social perspectives, to draw socially recursive inferences, and to monitor their own thinking
via the normative standards of the group. Even language and culture arose from the
preexisting need to work together and coordinate thoughts. A Natural History of Human
Thinking is the most detailed scientific analysis to date of the connection between human
sociality and cognition.
Humans Versus Nature Dec 31 2019 "This book is about the ongoing conflict between
humanity and the natural environment. Over the past 200,000 years, humans have
multiplied and populated the Earth. When they domesticated plants and animals and
replaced foraging with agriculture and herding, they depleted natural resources, deforested
the land, and caused mass extinctions. But nature has agency too, causing pandemics of
plague, smallpox, measles, influenza, and other diseases and a climate change called the
Little Ice Age. In recent centuries, industrialization has accelerated extinctions,
deforestation, and resource depletion, even in the oceans. Twentieth-century
developmentalism and mass consumerism have caused global warming and other climate
changes. Environmental movements have argued for the need to mitigate the negative
consequences of technological and economic change. The future of humanity and the Earth
depends on choices between achieving a sustainable balance between humans and nature,
carrying on as before, or learning to manage the biosphere. environment, mass extinction,
domestication, agriculture, pandemic, industrialization, developmentalism, consumerism,
global warming"-Beast and Man Nov 29 2019 Philosophers have traditionally concentrated on the qualities
that make human beings different from other species. In Beast and Man Mary Midgley, one
of our foremost intellectuals, stresses continuities. What makes people tick? Largely, she
asserts, the same things as animals. She tells us humans are rather more like other animals
than we previously allowed ourselves to believe, and reminds us just how primitive we are in
comparison to the sophistication of many animals. A veritable classic for our age, Beast and
Man has helped change the way we think about ourselves and the world in which we live.
Humans in Nature May 04 2020 Should there be limits to the human alteration of the
natural world? Through a study of debates about the environment, agricultural
biotechnology, synthetic biology, and human enhancement, Gregory E. Kaebnick argues
that such moral concerns about nature can be legitimate but are also complex, contestable,
and politically limited.
The Nature of Being Human Jul 06 2020 Essays exploring humanity’s connection with
the environment. Although the physical relationship between the natural world and
individuals is quantifiable, the psychosocial effect of the former on the latter is often less
tangible. What, for instance, is the connection between the environment in which we live
and our creativity? How is our consciousness bounded and delimited by our materiality? And
from whence does our idea of self and our belief in free will derive and when do our
surroundings challenge these basic assumptions? Eco-critic Harold Fromm’s challenging
exploration of these and related questions twines his own physical experiences and
observations with insights gathered from both the humanities and the sciences. Writing
broadly and personally, Fromm explores our views of nature and how we write about it. He

ties together ecology, evolutionary psychology, and consciousness studies to show that our
perceived separation from our surroundings is an illusory construct. He argues for a
naturalistic vision of creativity, free will, and the literary arts unimpeded by common
academic and professional restraints. At each point of this intellectual journey, Fromm is
honest, engaging, and unsparing. Philosophical, critical, often personal, Fromm’s sweeping,
interdisciplinary, and sometimes combative essays will change the way you think about your
place in the environment. “How rare it is that a work of philosophical inquiry is written with
the passion of a cri de coeur, but Harold Fromm’s brilliantly conceived The Nature of Being
Human resonates with such uncanny depths. Here is an utterly engrossing first-person
account of a harrowing pilgrimage into the 21st century and its disturbing revelations about
humankind’s truest nature, in contrast to the comforting solicitudes of a “humanist” past. If
the role of the philosopher is to force us to think, Harold Fromm is a born philosopher.”
—Joyce Carol Oates “Fromm, an erudite, prolific author of numerous works ranging from
ecocritical commentary to self-reflective discourses, presents a compilation of essays that
illuminate his views regarding why most Americans seem oblivious to the destruction of
their environment.” —Choice “Fromm’s journey from victim, to campaigner, to pioneer of
eco-criticism (that is, the study of literature from an ecological viewpoint) is documented
here, alongside challenging analyses of man’s place in nature, free will, our relationship with
technology and more. Scholarly but engaging, Fromm is an environmentalist, but also a
realist.” —Organic Gardener
Man and Nature, Or Physical Geography as Modified by Human Action by George P. Marsh
Jun 04 2020
Mapping Human and Natural Systems Jul 18 2021 Mapping Human and Natural
Systems covers our increasingly digital world - internet communications, cloud computing,
etc., and how our ability to quickly and visually communicate is becoming increasingly
important. The book provides the reader with a ready reference to learn about map creation
and interpretation and to help them better interact with, and construct, maps. There are
several software systems available that focus on maps and mapping, but no single resource
that covers the fundamentals of mapping. This book fills that need. Presents unique
reflections, diversions, inspections and translations to encourage critical thinking skills
Includes a companion site to enhance the reflections, diversions, inspections and
translations with additional resources Provides examples and discussions from seasoned
natural resource professionals with over 80 years of combined professional experience
The Good Book of Human Nature Nov 09 2020 How reading the Bible as a work of cultural
and scientific evolution can reveal new truths about how our species conquered the Earth
The Bible is the bestselling book of all time. It has been venerated -- or excoriated -- as
God's word, but so far no one has read the Bible for what it is: humanity's diary, chronicling
our ancestors' valiant attempts to cope with the trials and tribulations of life on Earth. In The
Good Book of Human Nature, evolutionary anthropologist Carel van Schaik and historian Kai
Michel advance a new view of Homo sapiens' cultural evolution. The Bible, they argue, was
written to make sense of the single greatest change in history: the transition from
egalitarian hunter-gatherer to agricultural societies. Religion arose as a strategy to cope
with the unprecedented levels of epidemic disease, violence, inequality, and injustice that
confronted us when we abandoned the bush -- and which still confront us today. Armed with
the latest findings from cognitive science, evolutionary biology, archeology, and religious
history, van Schaik and Michel take us on a journey through the Book of Books, from the

Garden of Eden all the way to Golgotha. The Book of Genesis, they reveal, marked the
emergence of private property-one can no longer take the fruit off any tree, as one could
before agriculture. The Torah as a whole is the product of a surprisingly logical, even
scientific, approach to society's problems. This groundbreaking perspective allows van
Schaik and Michel to coax unexpected secrets from the familiar stories of Adam and Eve,
Cain and Able, Abraham and Moses, Jesus of Nazareth and Mary. The Bible may have a dark
side, but in van Schaik and Michel's hands, it proves to be a hallmark of human
indefatigability. Provocative and deeply original, The Good Book of Human Nature offers a
radically new understanding of the Bible. It shows that the Bible is more than just a pillar for
religious belief: it is a pioneering attempt at scientific inquiry.
Natural Processes and Human Impacts Jul 30 2022 This highly topical book comes at a
time when the two-way relationship between humankind and the environment is moving
inexorably to the top of the agenda. It covers both sides of this delicate balancing act,
explaining how various natural processes influence humanity, including its economic
activities and engineering structures, while also illuminating the ways in which human
activity puts pressure on the natural environment. Chapters analyze a varied selection of
phenomena that directly affect people’s lives, from geological processes such as
earthquakes and tsunamis to cosmic events such as magnetic storms. The author moves on
to consider the effect we have on nature, ranging from the impact of heavy industry to the
environmental consequences of sport and recreational pastimes. Complete with maps,
photographs and detailed case studies, this book provides a comprehensive overview of the
biggest issue we face as a species—the way we relate to the natural world around us. This
book includes more than 100 maps showing the global distribution of different natural
processes/human activities and more that 450 photographs from many countries and all
oceans. It will provide a valuable resource for both graduate students and researchers in
many fields of knowledge. Sergey Govorushko is a chief research scholar at the Pacific
Geographical Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences. He is also Professor at the Far Eastern
Federal University (Vladivostok). Sergey Govorushko received his PhD from the Institute of
Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences. His research activities focus on the interaction
between humanity and the environment, including the impact of nature on humanity; the
impact of humanity on the environment; and assessment of the interaction (environmental
impact assessment, environmental audit, etc.). He has authored eight and co-authored
seven monographs.
Human Dependence on Nature Jan 12 2021 Human Dependence on Nature: How to Help
Solve the Environmental Crisis.
Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference Nov 21 2021 People have always been
xenophobic, but an explicit philosophical and scientific view of human racial difference only
began to emerge during the modern period. Why and how did this happen? Surveying a
range of philosophical and natural-scientific texts, dating from the Spanish Renaissance to
the German Enlightenment, Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference charts the
evolution of the modern concept of race and shows that natural philosophy, particularly
efforts to taxonomize and to order nature, played a crucial role. Smith demonstrates how
the denial of moral equality between Europeans and non-Europeans resulted from
converging philosophical and scientific developments, including a declining belief in human
nature's universality and the rise of biological classification. The racial typing of human
beings grew from the need to understand humanity within an all-encompassing system of

nature, alongside plants, minerals, primates, and other animals. While racial difference as
seen through science did not arise in order to justify the enslavement of people, it became a
rationalization and buttress for the practices of trans-Atlantic slavery. From the work of
François Bernier to G. W. Leibniz, Immanuel Kant, and others, Smith delves into philosophy's
part in the legacy and damages of modern racism. With a broad narrative stretching over
two centuries, Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference takes a critical historical look
at how the racial categories that we divide ourselves into came into being.
Pandas and People Feb 10 2021 Understanding the complex relationships between
humans and the natural world is essential for achieving environmental sustainability and
improving human well-being, yet many studies are unable to reveal complex interactions
and hidden trends. This is the first book to synthesize the findings and approaches of longterm integrated research in a model coupled human and natural system, and to illustrate
their applications to regional, national, and global scales. It features a classic long-term
interdisciplinary research project in the Wolong Nature Reserve of China, which contains one
of the largest wild populations of the world-famous endangered giant pandas. Bringing
together a team of contributors from both the natural and social sciences, this book explores
how a long-term interdisciplinary and model system approach is essential to uncover the
common patterns and mechanisms of coupled systems, to develop ideas and methods for
studying and managing other coupled systems, and ultimately to contribute to the
development of theories about coupled systems for sustainability. Pandas and People will be
essential reading for scholars interested in the interface of the natural and social sciences,
including ecologists, conservation biologists, environmental scientists, sustainability
scientists, wildlife biologists, forest scientists, sociologists, anthropologists, economists, and
political scientists. It will also be a valuable reference for policy makers, natural resource
managers, and graduate students.
Psychology of Sustainable Development Sep 27 2019 Human activity overuses the
resources of the planet at a rate that will severely compromise the ability of future
generations to meet their needs. Changes toward sustainability need to begin within the
next few years or environmental deterioration will become irreversible. Thus the need to
develop a mindset of sustainable development - the ability of society to meet its needs
without permanently compromising the earth's resources - is pressing. The Psychology of
Sustainable Development clarifies the meaning of the term and describes the conditions
necessary for it to occur. With contributions from an international team of policy shapers
and makers, the book will be an important reference for environmental, developmental,
social, and organizational psychologists, in addition to other social scientists concerned with
the impact current human activity will have on the prospects of future generations.
Perfectionism Sep 19 2021 Perfectionism is one of the great moralities of the Western
tradition. It holds that certain states of humans, such as knowledge, achievement, and
friendship, are good apart from any pleasure they may bring, and that the morally right act
is always the one that most promotes these states. Defined more narrowly, perfectionism
identifies the human good by reference to human nature: if knowledge and achievement are
good, it is because they realize aspects of human nature. This book gives an account of
perfectionism, first in the narrower sense, analyzing its central concepts and defending a
theory of human nature in which rationality plays a central role. It then uses this theory to
construct an elaborate account of the intrinsic value of beliefs and actions that embody
rationality, and applies this account to political questions about liberty and equality. The

book attempts to formulate the most defensible version of perfectionism, using
contemporary analytic techniques. It aims both to regain for perfectionism a central place in
contemporary moral debate and to shed light on the writings of classical perfectionists such
as Aristotle, Aquinas, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and T.H. Green.
The Nature of Human Persons Feb 22 2022 Is there a shared nature common to all
human beings? What essential qualities might define this nature? These questions are
among the most widely discussed topics in the history of philosophy and remain subjects of
perennial interest and controversy. The Nature of Human Persons offers a metaphysical
investigation of the composition of the human essence. For a human being to exist, does it
require an immaterial mind, a physical body, a functioning brain, a soul? Jason Eberl also
considers the criterion of identity for a developing human being—that is, what is required for
a human being to continue existing as a person despite undergoing physical and
psychological changes over time? Eberl's investigation presents and defends a theoretical
perspective from the thirteenth-century philosopher and theologian Thomas Aquinas.
Advancing beyond descriptive historical analysis, this book places Aquinas’s account of
human nature into direct comparison with several prominent contemporary theories:
substance dualism, emergentism, animalism, constitutionalism, four-dimensionalism, and
embodied mind theory. These theories inform various conclusions regarding when human
beings first come into existence—at conception, during gestation, or after birth—and how
we ought to define death for human beings. Finally, each of these viewpoints offers a
distinctive rationale as to whether, and if so how, human beings may survive death.
Ultimately, Eberl argues that the Thomistic account of human nature addresses the matters
of human nature and survival in a much more holistic and desirable way than the other
theories and offers a cohesive portrait of one’s continued existence from conception through
life to death and beyond.
Poetics of the Earth Mar 14 2021 Poetics of the Earth is a work of environmental philosophy,
based on a synthesis of eastern and western thought on natural and human history. It draws
on recent biological research to show how the processes of evolution and history both
function according to the same principles. Augustin Berque rejects the separation of nature
and culture which he believes lies at the root of the environmental crisis. This book proposes
a three stage process of "re-worlding" (moving away from the individualized self to become
a part of the common world), "re-concretizing" (understanding the meaning and historical
development of words and things) and "re-engaging" (reconsidering the relationship
between history and subjectivity at every level of being) in order to bring western thought
on nature and culture into sustainable harmony and alignment. This book will be of great
interest to students and scholars of environmental studies, environmental philosophy, Asian
studies and the natural sciences.
Human Nature Oct 09 2020 "Uncommon and refreshing. Moreover, Trefil is right."
-Michael Ruse, The New York Times Book Review As a prizewinning theoretical physicist and
bestselling author, James Trefil has long been the public's guide to a better understanding of
the world. Now, in this provocative and engaging book, Trefil looks squarely at our
environmental future and finds-contrary to popular wisdom-reason to celebrate. For too
long, Trefil argues, humans have treated nature as something separate from themselvespristine wilderness to be saved or material resources to be exploited. What we need instead
is a scientific approach to the environment. In Human Nature, Trefil exposes the benefits of
genetically modified species, uncovers vital facts about droughts and global warming, and

shows why putting humans first is the best path ahead. By taking advantage of explosive
advances in the sciences, we can fruitfully manage the planet, if we rise to the challenge.
Human Nature promises to awaken a new state of environmentalism and our relationship to
the planet-and is filled with optimism, rather than alarm.
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